
 

 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Contributors  

Abdussamad M. ABDUSSAMAD studied veterinary medicine and animal physiology at the Ahmadu Bello Univer-
sity Zaria and at the University of Agriculture Abeokuta, Nigeria. He is a lecturer with the Department of Ani-
mal Science, Bayero University Kano, Nigeria and currently on a PhD study fellowship at the Georg-August 
University Goettingen, Germany. His research interests are adaptation physiology and livestock production sys-
tems with emphasis on camels, domestic ruminants and the giant African land snails. Recent projects include 
studies on the physiology of aestivation in the giant African land snail, Archachatina marginata. Currently, he 
is involved with research on the seasonality of reproduction in the dromedary in northern Nigeria. Recent publi-
cations: World Journal of Zoology 5/2 (2010), pp. 75–81, and Global Veterinaria 4/4 (2010), pp. 400–408. 
Contact: a.abdussamad@stud.uni-goettingen.de; http://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/153038.html 

Abdulsalam A BAKHSH studied veterinary medicine and animal resources at King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia, 
and is currently a professor at the College of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Resources, KFU. His research in-
terests include clinical laboratory diagnosis, therapeutics and diseases, mostly of Arabian camels. Current pro-
jects include “The musculoskeletal disorders and stress markers in camels”, “Translating some academic veteri-
nary books into Arabic”, and a recently published book, Diseases of the Neonatal Farm Animals (2011) with T. 
Fouda, KFU press. He is involved in investigation of hazard factors affecting camel health in Saudi Arabia. 
Contact: abakhsh@kfu.edu.sa; bakhshvetmed@yahoo.com 

Norbert BENECKE is an honorary professor at the Humboldt University of Berlin and head of the Department of 
Natural Sciences of the German Archaeological Institute. His main research interests include the history of ani-
mal domestication and the environmental history of Europe (late glacial period and Holocene) with special em-
phasis on fauna. He started as a biologist/zoologist at the Martin-Luther-University, Halle-Wittenberg, received 
his doctorate at the Humboldt University, Berlin and habilitation (post-doctoral dissertation) in the field of 
archezoology and domestication in Middle Europe and South Scandinavia until the Middle Ages. Recent volu-
mes and publications include: Der Mensch und seine Haustiere. Die Geschichte einer jahrtausendealten Bezie-
hung, Theiss Verlag, Stuttgart, and „Iron Age Economy of the Inner Asian Steppe. A Bioarchaeological Per-
spective from the Talgar Region in the Ily River Valley (Southeastern Kazakhstan)”, in: Eurasia Antiqua 9 
(2003), pp. 63–84. Contact: nb@dainst.de 

Richard W. BULLIET did his undergraduate and graduate studies at Harvard and has been a professor of history at 
Columbia University in New York City since 1976. His research interests concentrate on the social and eco-
nomic history of the Islamic world, with a special focus on Iran, as well as on the history of technology. He also 
works in the field of world history. For a number of years he taught a course on “Domestic Animals and Human 
History,” on the basis of which he wrote Hunters, Herders, and Hamburgers: The Past and Future of Human-
Animal Relationships (2005). His work on camels includes The Camel and the Wheel (1975) and Cotton, Cli-
mate, and Camels in Early Islamic Iran: A Moment in World History (2009). His other scholarly books include 
The Patricians of Nishapur: A Study in Medieval Islamic Social History (1972), Conversion to Islam in the Me-
dieval Period: An Essay in Quantitative History (1979), Islam: The View from the Edge (1994), and The Case 
for Islamo-Christian Civilization (2004). Contact: rwb3@columbia.edu 

Joachim BURGER is professor of anthropology at the Johannes Gutenberg University (JGU), Institute of Anthro-
pology, Mainz, Germany. He studied anthropology, pre- and protohistoric archeology, molecular biology and 
musicology at the universities of Mainz, Göttingen and Glasgow and did his PhD in ancient DNA analysis be-
fore becoming a research assistant, junior professor and professor at the JGU Mainz. His recent publications in-
clude “AIP Mutation in an 18th Century Giant and Contemporary Families with Pituitary Adenomas”, in: The 
New England Journal of Medicine 364 (2011), pp. 43–50 and “Genetic Discontinuity between Local Hunter-
Gatherers and Central Europe’s First Farmers”, in: Science 326 (2009), pp. 137–140. Contact: jburger@uni-
mainz.de 

Pamela BURGER studied veterinary medicine at the Vetmeduni Vienna, Austria, and is currently group leader at the 
Institute of Population Genetics, Vetmeduni Vienna. Her research interests are population genetics and the con-
servation of endangered wild species. Current projects include “Genomic signatures of selection during domes-
tication in Old World Camelids” and “Phylogeography, genetic structure and population divergence time of 
cheetahs in Africa and Asia: evidence for long-term geographic isolates”, published in Molecular Ecology 20/4 
(2011), pp. 706–724. She was a DOC fellow (2002–2004) and is now recipient of an APART fellowship, Aus-
trian Academy of Science. Her current project team, including a postdoc, one PhD and one master’s student, is 
funded by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) projects P21084-B17 and PP24706-B25. Contact: pamela.burger@ 
vetmeduni.ac.at; http://i122server.vu-wien.ac.at/pop/Burger_website/burger_home.html 

CHENG YUN is an engineer at the Xinjiang Lop Nur Wild Camel National Nature Reserve Bureau. She graduated 
from the Department of Resources and Environment Geographic Information System from Xinjiang University 
in 2000, graduated in nature reserve management and biodiversity conservation from Beijing Forestry Universi-
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ty in 2008. She was a program officer in the Xinjiang Conservation Foundation and now works as a manager of 
the geographic information system of protected areas. Contact: iceyuanlei@126.com 

Otgonbayar CHULUUNBAATAR studied Mongolian studies at the Mongolian Knowledge University and linguis-
tics at the National University in Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia). Currently, she is a PhD candidate at the Institute for 
Folk Music Research and Ethnomusicology (University of Music and Performing Arts) in Vienna, Austria, and 
she works as a contracted researcher for the Institute for Cultural and Art Studies (Mongolian Academy of Sci-
ences). Her main research interests include studies in ethnomusicology, Mongolian studies, Oirat studies, intan-
gible culture, language and ethnology. Currently, she is investigating songs from the everyday culture of the Oi-
rat people in western Mongolia. She cooperates with the Austrian Audiovisual Research Archive of the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences, where numerous audio records from her fieldwork in Mongolia are archived as the “Col-
lection Otgonbayar Chuluunbaatar: Mongolian Music 2000–2007”. Since her youth she has also been known as 
singer in Mongolia, having recorded several CDs of traditional Mongolian music. Recent publication: “Cultural 
and Ethnic Identity of the Oirat Peoples”, in: Lehner/Harrer/Sint (eds.): Along the Great Wall: Architecture and 
Identity in China and Mongolia. Vienna 2010, pp. 165–172. Contact: zakhchinmusic@yahoo.de; http://www. 
zakhchin.com  

Wael El-DEEB studied veterinary medicine at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Mansoura University, Egypt, and 
is currently an associate professor of veterinary medicine, College of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Re-
sources, King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia. His research interests are acute-phase response in different dis-
ease conditions and oxidative stress markers in dromedary camels. His previous researches concerning many 
field problems of Egyptian water buffalos, which were published in many international journals, such as the 
Veterinary Paracytology Journal (2009), Research in Veterinary Science (2010) Tropical Animal Health and 
Production (2010). His previous research on “Exertional Rhabdomyolysis in the Arabian Horse” was published 
in Veterinary Research Communications (2010). Currently he is involved in research projects, such as “Acute-
phase proteins as an advanced tool for diagnosis of respiratory diseases in camel calves (Camelus dromedari-
us)”, “Correlation between musculoskeletal disorders and stress markers in camels”, “Clinical and biochemical 
investigation of the transition period in cows”, “Clinical and biochemical investigation of Trypanososma evansi 
in camels with special reference to oxidative stress markers” and “Evaluation of Acute Phase Response and its 
Diagnostic importance in Cases of Rhabdomyolysis in Horse”. Contact:   drwaeleldeeb@yahoo.com

Maurizio DIOLI graduated in veterinary medicine at the University of Parma (Italy) in 1980. He then left Italy and 
went to work as a divisional veterinary officer in northern Kenya. In 1996 he did an MSc in wild animal health 
at the London Zoo and then obtained a doctorate in veterinary medicine in 2002 with the Royal Veterinary Col-
lege at the University of London. Between working in all the countries of the Horn of Africa and other countries 
in the Middle East, he wrote a book on the camel: Schwartz, HJ/Dioli, M (1992): The One-Humped Camel in 
Eastern Africa: A Pictorial Guide to Diseases, Health Care and Management, Margraf Scientific, Berlin, and a 
photographic CDRom: Dioli, M (2007): Pictorial Guide to Traditional Management, Husbandry and Diseases 
of the One-Humped Camel http://www.lulu.com/product/2519274. In 2007 he received the Distinguished Camel 
Scientist award from the College of Veterinary and Animal Science, Rajasthan University, Bikaner, India. His 
main interests are traditional camel husbandry practices and ethno-veterinary medicine. He is currently a self-
employed veterinary consultant always interested in working in the remotest camel areas of the world. Contact: 
camel4ever@fastemail.us 

Walter DOSTAL (1928–2011) studied social anthropology together with Arabian and Middle Eastern studies and 
took his PhD at Vienna University. He was curator for the Middle Eastern Department at the Vienna Museum 
for Ethnology (1959–65), full professor for ethnology at the University of Berne (1965–75), full professor of 
social anthropology at the University of Vienna (1975–1996), and a full member of the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences since 1993, where here directed the Commission for Social Anthropology until 2003. Dostal was the 
world's first professionally trained anthropologist to carry out ethnographic fieldwork in the Arabian Peninsula 
(Kuwait, Emirates, Oman, Saudi-Arabia, Yemen) and one of the most prominent Middle Eastern experts in the 
German-speaking countries of his time. His most important book publications are Die Beduinen in Suedarabien 
(1967), Der Markt von Sanaa (1979), On Social Evolution (ed. 1984), Egalität und Klassengesellschaft in Süd-
arabien (1985), Eduard Glaser – Forschungen im Jemen (1990), Ethnographica Yemenica (1993), L'Univers du 
Mashreq (2001), Shattering Tradition (ed. 2005 with Wolfgang Kraus), Tribale Gesellschaften der südwestli-
chen Regionen des Königreiches Saudi Arabien (ed. 2006), and Von Mohammed bis al-Qaida (2008). 

Enkhbileg DULAMTSEREN studied biology at the National University of Mongolia and is currently the Executive 
Director of the Wild Camel Protection Foundation in Mongolia. His research interests are khulan (wild ass) 
conservation and ecology and captive breeding programs for wild species. Contact: wcpfmongolia@gmail.com 

Ibtisam E.M. El ZUBEIR studied veterinary medicine at the University of Khartoum, Sudan. Currently she is a full 
professor at the Department of Dairy Production, Faculty of Animal Production. Her research interests are hy-
giene and quality control of milk and milk products with special reference to microbial content and hazards. 
Current projects include: “Aflatoxins in animal feeds and animal products”, “Intermediate Technology Interven-
tions and “Camel Nomadic Community Development” and “Listeria monocytogenes in milk production chain in 
Khartoum State”. At the moment three PhD and four masters students are under her supervision. 
Contact: ibtisammohamed@hotmail.com; ibtisam_elzubeir@ yahoo.com; http://staffcv.uofk.edu/animal/dairy/ 
iemohamed/?curriculum_vitae 
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Bernard FAYE is scientific project manager in the animal production sector at the International Cooperation Centre 
in Agronomic research for Development (CIRAD, France). He obtained his doctorate in veterinary medicine at 
Lyon (France) in 1974, and his MSc in animal nutrition and endocrinology in 1980. After eight years experience 
in Africa both in development (Niger) and research (Ethiopia), he obtained his PhD in animal epidemiology in 
1995 (Paris University), then the habilitation (post-doctoral thesis) to manage research (HDR) at Montpellier 
University in 1998. After his stay in Africa, he was an epidemiologist at the ecopathology lab (National Agro-
nomic Research Institute – INRA) at Clermont-Ferrand (France), which he headed for ten years. In 1996, he 
joined CIRAD Montpellier as head of the animal production program. In 2010, he joined the FAO camel project 
in Saudi Arabia. He was awarded of the French Vet Academy and “Chevalier du Mérite Agricole” (Ministry of 
Agriculture high distinction). He was founder of Isocard and its first chairman. He is the author of six books, 
eight chapters in different books and more than 350 papers in international, national journal and conferences. 
Contact: faye@cirad.fr; http://camelides.cirad.fr 

Anja FISCHER studied social and cultural anthropology at the University of Vienna. Since 2002 she has carried out 
anthropological field work among Tuareg nomads in Algeria and Niger for some 20 months. Her research inter-
ests include economic anthropology and linguistic anthropology. Her recent publications include Nomaden der 
Sahara: Handeln in Extremen (Berlin, 2008) and Tuareg Society within a Globalized World: Saharan Life in 
Transition (London/New York, 2010; co-edited with Ines Kohl). Contact: afischer@imuhar.eu 

Andre GINGRICH studied social anthropology, sociology, and Middle Eastern studies at the University of Vienna. 
His main research interests include: anthropology and history of South-Western Arabia (Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen), theories and methods in anthropology and the history of anthropology. Since 2003 he has been the di-
rector of the Institute for Social Anthropology (ISA) and its predecessors at the Austrian Academy of Sciences 
(AAS). He was research project director at the AAS (e.g. Wittgenstein project 2001–2007; EU Tempus coop-
eration with BirZeit University 2005–2009). His current international functions include editorial board member 
for the peer-reviewed journals American Anthropologist (US), Ethnos (Sweden) and Focaal (Nethelands); ERC 
panel chair SH2. Currently he is Special Research Realm deputy director with the Austrian Science Fund for the 
south-western Arabian project part on medieval Yemeni communal relations in the Viscom SFB: “Visions of 
Community”. Recent publication: Lexikon der Globalisierung (ed. together with Fernand Kreff and Eva-Maria 
Knoll), transcript 2011. Contact: andre.gingrich@oeaw.ac.at; www.oeaw.ac.at/sozant 

John HARE founded the Wild Camel Protection Foundation in 1997 and assisted the Xinjiang Environmental Pro-
tection Bureau in establishing the Lop Nur Wild Camel National Nature Reserve. He works full time to protect 
the critically endangered wild camel both in China and Mongolia. Contact: harecamel@aol.com; www. 
wildcamels.com; www.johnhare.org.uk 

Johann HEISS studied social anthropology and Middle Eastern studies at the University of Vienna. His research 
interests include the Ottomans in Austria and Central Europe; Southern Arabia: genealogy, society, history; Ha-
dhramis in Indonesia: diaspora, migration and networks. Since 2001 he has been a researcher at the Institute for 
Social Anthropology, Centre for Studies in Asian Cultures and Social Anthropology, Austrian Academy of Sci-
ences. One of his recent publications is the special issue “Comparing Arab Diasporas” (ed. together with Martin 
Slama) of Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 31/2 (2011). Contact: johann.heiss@ 
oeaw.ac.at; www.oeaw.ac.at/sozant 

Arshad IQBAL graduated from the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (UAF) in 1986. He earned MSc (Hons) 
and PhD in Livestock Management from the same institute. He is a pioneer PhD in Camel Production in Paki-
stan and started his career as lecturer in 1987. His research interrests include camel and small ruminant produc-
tion and animal welfare. Currently he is working as a professor and chairman at the Department of Livestock 
Production & Management at Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan. His most 
recent publication is “Milk Composition in the Kohi Camel of Mountainous Balochistan, Pakistan”, in: Journal 
of Camel Science 4 (2011), pp. 49–62. Contact: aiqbal@uaar.edu.pk, aiqbal_uaf@yahoo.com  

Awatif Al-JUDAIBI studied biology and microbiology at the Faculty of Science-King Abdul Aziz University, Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia, and is currently supervisor at the Microbiology Section, Biology Department, KAU, Jeddah. 
Her research interests are applied microbiology, environmental microbiology and nanotechnology-
biotechnology. Current projects include “‘Medicine, Biochemistry, Histology, Microbiology, Molecular Biolo-
gy and SEM unit”. Her last publication was “Effect of Chemically Treated Camel's Urine on Growth and Glu-
cose Uptake of some Pathogenic Fungi” in: Saudi Journal of Biological Sciences 17/5. She is currently a mem-
ber of the Japanese Society of Microbial Ecology. Contact: aamaljudaibi@kau.edu.sa, http://aamaljudaibi. 
kau.edu.sa 

Petra KACZENSKY studied biology at the Ludwig-Maximilians and the Technical University of Munich, Germa-
ny, and is currently in charge of the central Asian research projects in the conservation medicine unit at the Re-
search Institute of Wildlife Ecology of the Vedmeduni Vienna. She has internationally recognized expertise 
working with wildlife, especially with wild equids and carnivores, gained from combined years of work and 
study in Mongolia, Europe and North America. Her focus has been on habitat use of large carnivores and ungu-
lates, habitat fragmentation, protected-area management, large-carnivore human conflicts and their mitigation 
and human dimensions in wildlife conservation. Major projects in recent years have included “Coexistence of 
brown bear and man in a multi-use landscape in Slovenia” (FWF project: P 11529-BIO), “Monitoring of re-
introduced Przewalski horses, Asiatic wild ass and wolves in the Gobi B National Park, SW Mongolia” (FWF 
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project: P14992) and “Landscape level research for the conservation of the Asiatic wild ass (Austrian Science 
Foundation P18624-B17)”, published in Biological Conservation 144 (2011), pp. 920–929. Contact: petra. 
kaczensky@fiwi.at 

Demo Joab Usman KALLA studied animal science at the University of Maiduguri and the Abubakar Tafawa Bale-
wa University Bauchi, Nigeria. He is a lecturer and team leader of the Camel Research Group at the Animal 
Production Program, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, and currently a visiting scientist at the Ecology 
Group, Macaulay Land Use Research Institute, Aberdeen, UK. His research interests include camel physiology 
with bias on reproduction, nutrition and welfare. Current project: “The potential use of some plant wax com-
pounds (n-alkanes, long chain fatty alcohols and long chain fatty acids) as camel diet composition makers”. 
Contact: demokalla71@yahoo.com 

Joerg KINNE studied veterinary medicine at the University of Leipzig, Germany, and is currently head of veterinary 
pathology at the Central Veterinary Research Laboratory in Dubai, UAE. His research interests are veterinary 
pathology and camel diseases. At the moment he is working on a project on camel embryonic development to-
gether with J. Peters, C. Knospe and U. Wernery. Contact: jkinne@cvrl.ae 

Eva-Maria KNOLL studied social anthropology at the University of Vienna, Austria. She is a researcher at the 
Institute for Social Anthropology (Centre for Studies in Asian Cultures and Social Anthropology) at the Austri-
an Academy of Sciences (AAS). Her main research interests include studies in health, tourism, gender and tech-
nology, especially intersections with life sciences. Currently she is investigating health- and tourism-related 
mobility in the Republic of Maldives. Recent publication: “Medical Tourism: Reflections on the Fusion of Two 
Powerful Rituals in a Complex World”, in: Kiliànová/Ferencová/Jahoda (eds.): Ritual, Conflict and Consensus: 
Comparing Case Studies in Asia and Europe, Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences Press (2012). Contact: 
eva-maria.knoll@oeaw.ac.at; www.oeaw.ac.at/sozant 

Clemens KNOSPE studied veterinary medicine at the LMU Munich, Germany, and is currently professor of veteri-
nary anatomy at the Veterinary Faculty of the LMU Munich. His research interests are veterinary embryology 
and neuroanatomy. At the moment he is working on a project on camel development together with J. Peters, J. 
Kinne and U, Wernery. Contact: c.knospe@anat.vetmed.uni-muenchen.de 

Gaukhar KONUSPAYEVA is a professor at the biological faculty of Al-Farabi Kazakh National University 
(KazNu, Almaty, Kazakhstan). She graduated from KazNu University in 2002, and took her MSc in food sci-
ences in 2003 at Montpellier II-University (France). In 2007 she did her PhD at CIRAD jointly at the Livestock 
and Veterinary Medicine Department and the Agro-Food Department (Montpellier) with her dissertation on 
“Physico-chemical and biochemical variability of milk of large camelids (Camelus bactrianus and C. drome-
darius) in Kazakhstan”. She has participated in many camel conferences and workshops (Turkmenistan, Ka-
zakhstan, Niger, India, Emirates, France) and managed several projects in her country on standardization of 
camel milk and the impact of pollution. She is the author of 35 publications in international and national jour-
nals. Contact: konuspayevags@hotmail.fr 

Maria-Katharina LANG has been an associate researcher at the Institute for Social Anthropology at the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences (AAS) since 2007. She studied social and cultural anthropology at the University of Vi-
enna; textile design at the University for Applied Arts Vienna, and doctoral studies in Mongolian studies at the 
Elte University Budapest. She has worked as an exhibition curator (i.a. “Chinggis Khan and his legacy”, Schal-
laburg, Austria 2006) and received a doctoral scholarship from the AAS humanities section doctoral program 
(2007–2009). Her main research interests include Mongolian studies, art anthropology, and material culture. 
Currently she heads the project “Mongolian Ethnographica of the Austrian Collector Hans Leder at Museums 
across Europe”, funded by the “forMuse – research at museums”, program of the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Science and Research. Recent publication: “Ritual Objects Between Conflict and Consensus: Dealing with Sa-
cred Artifacts in Mongolia”, in: Kiliànová/Ferencová/Jahoda (eds.): Ritual, Conflict and Consensus: Comparing 
Case Studies in Asia and Europe, Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences Press (2012). Contact: maria-
katharina.lang@oeaw.ac.at; www.oeaw.ac.at/sozant 

Shehu Ahmad MAIGANDI studied agriculture (1st degree) and animal science (PhD). Currently, he is a professor 
of ruminant production and management with the Department of Animal Science, Usmanu Danfodiyo Universi-
ty Sokoto, Nigeria. His research interests are feed resources for camel and ruminant animals. Current projects 
include “Camel-preferred and Poisonous Plant Species”, “Water Economy of Camel in Relation to Semi-arid 
Environment” and “Behavioural Pattern of Male and Female Camels During Rut and Pregnancy”. All research 
projects are conducted at postgraduate level. Contact: smaigandi@yahoo.co.uk 

David Miano MWANGI is a Kenyan forage agronomist with a PhD from the University of London, Wye College in 
United Kingdom. He is the National Coordinator for the Kenya Arid and Semi-Arid Lands Research Program 
(KASAL), an EU-funded four-year research program by the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI). Af-
ter working for many years on dairy cattle, his interest in camel production started in 2007, when his research 
focus changed to the arid and semi-arid areas of Kenya. His main interests are the production and marketing of 
camel milk and integration of camels into dry-land farming. He is interested in how agro-pastoralists and pas-
toralists adapt to climate change and the role of the camel in that. Contact: DMMwangi@kari.org, kasalkenya@ 
gmail.com 
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Joris PETERS studied biology at the University of Ghent, Belgium, and is currently Chairman of the Institut für 
Paläoanatomie und Geschichte der Tiermedizin, Ludwig-Maximilian University, Munich. His research interests 
are the relationship between humans, animals and their environment in prehistoric times, ungulate domestica-
tion, and the history of veterinary medicine. Contact: joris.peters@palaeo.vetmed.uni-muenchen.de 

Richard P. READING is the Vice-President for Conservation and founder of the Department of Conservation Biol-
ogy at the Denver Zoological Foundation. He is an adjunct professor at the University of Denver and Adjoint 
Senior Research Professor at the University of Colorado, Denver. He earned his PhD in Wildlife Ecology from 
Yale University in 1993. He serves on the boards of directors or advisors for several organizations. He has pub-
lished over 140 technical publications in several journals and books, written or edited ten books, dissertations, 
or special issues of journals and produced dozens of popular articles, abstracts and book reviews. He has con-
ducted research or consulted on conservation projects in several countries on five continents, primarily the 
Great Plains of the US and the Gobi Desert of Mongolia. A major focus of his research has been on developing 
interdisciplinary approaches to conservation. Contact: RReading@denverzoo.org  

Mohammed SHUNNAQ studied cultural anthropology at the Universidad de Complutense in Madrid, Spain. He is 
Professor of cultural anthropology at the Department of Anthropology at Yarmouk University, Jordan and an 
associate researcher at the Institute for Social Anthropology at the Austrian Academy of Sciences. His main re-
search interests include studies in anthropology, women’s issues, tourism research and cultural resources man-
agement. Recent publication: “Tourism-Benefits for Many Problems for Some? Anthropological Insights 
through Case Examples from Jordan” AAS Working Papers in Social Anthropology 13 (2010). Austrian Acade-
my of Sciences. Current projects include Reid, Margaret, Mohammed Shunnaq, William Schwab: “Balancing 
Economic and Social Factors when Implementing Cultural Tourism Strategies”. Contact: mshunnaq@hotmail. 
com  

Susanne Ramadan SHUNNAQ studied literature at the Pennsylvania State University in Pennsylvania, US. She is 
an associate professor of modern and contemporary American literature and is currently the director of the Lan-
guage Center and the director of the Arabic as a Foreign Language Program at Yarmouk University, Jordan. Her 
current research deals with contemporary cultural studies. She is also interested in modern and contemporary 
American and British literature, cultural heritage, and contemporary Arabic society. Contact: sxr30@ 
hotmail.com  

Katja SILBERMAYR studied veterinary medicine at the University of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna, Austria. Her 
doctorate thesis was on “The Detection of Hybridization in the Mongolian Wild Bactrian Camel (Camelus fer-
us) Using Molecular Markers”. In this she was able to differentiate wild from domestic Bactrian camels using 
conservation genetics tools. In addition to her veterinary degree she also has degrees in biomedicine and bio-
technology and in wildlife management. Currently she is working as a postdoctoral fellow at the Insitute of Par-
asitology, University of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna, Austria. Contact: Katja.Silbermayr@vetmeduni.ac.at; 
www.vetmeduni.ac.at 

Darem TABBAA studied veterinary medicine at Al Baath University in Hama, Syria and specialized in veterinary 
public health and microbiology at Leipzig University and animal hygiene at George August University in Göt-
tingen, Germany. Currently he works as a professor of animal hygiene and veterinary public health, director of 
the animal protection project (Spana) and at the research laboratory at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Al 
Baath University in Hama, Syria. His research interests are animal welfare and animal diseases, including 
emerging and re-emerging zoonoses, herd health and management. He has supervised many masters and PhD 
students and published more than seven books on animal diseases and animal welfare, and more than 40 scien-
tific papers on different topics. His team in Spana has been working on camel protection and disease control in 
Syria for over 15 years. Contact: spana@net.sy; http://www.spana-syria.org 

Alexandra TRINKS studied anthropology, prehistoric archeology as well as ancient Near Eastern archeology at the 
Johannes Gutenberg-University in Mainz, Germany. The project presented here was part of her master’s disser-
tation “Population Genetic Analysis of Late Bronze and Early Iron Age Skeletal Remains of the Two-Humped 
Camel (Camelus bactrianus) from West-Siberia and South-Uzbekistan”. Currently she is a PhD student at the 
Department of Archaeology at Durham University, UK. Her main research interests include palaeo- and popula-
tion genetics and domestication and migration processes. Contact: a.trinks@gmx.net 

Hans-Peter UERPMANN is retired professor of archaeo-biology at the University of Tübingen, where he worked 
from 1972–2009. He studied veterinary medicine at the University of Munich and pre- and protohistory at the 
Universities of Freiburg and Tübingen. He worked on faunal remains from many archaeological sites through-
out Europe, the Near and Middle East and North Africa. Since the seventies he has directed Stone Age archaeo-
logical projects in SE-Arabia (Oman and UAE) and is co-director of the Tübingen-Sharjah Joint Archaeological 
Project of the University of Tübingen (Germany) and the Directorate of Antiquities of the Emirate of Sharjah 
(UAE). Contact: hans-peter.uerpmann@uni-tuebingen.de 

Margarethe UERPMANN studied German literature, history, and prehistory at the Universities of Tübingen, Mu-
nich and Freiburg. She worked at the archeozoology lab of University of Tübingen on Faunal Remains from 
many sites in Europe, the Near East and Arabia covering all periods from the Neolithic to historic times. Apart 
from her archeozoological studies she is a specialist on the neolithic cultures of Arabia and in particular on their 
stone tools. She is co-director of the Tübingen-Sharjah Joint Archaeological Project of the University of Tü-
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bingen and the Directorate of Antiquities of the Emirate of Sharjah (UAE). Contact: margarethe.uerpmann@ 
uni-tuebingen.de 

Daniel Martin VARISCO is Professor of Anthropology at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. He has 
conducted ethnographic and historical research in Yemen, Egypt and the Arabian Gulf. His interests include Ar-
abic scientific and agricultural terminology, the history of Arab agriculture and astronomy, Islam and the intel-
lectual history of Orientalism. He currently serves as editor of Contemporary Islam and CyberOrient and is 
moderator of the academic blog Tabsir (www.tabsir.net). Contact: daniel.m.varisco@hofstra.edu; http://people. 
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